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ProQuest DialogÊ Search Solutions  

 
PHARMACEUTICAL & BIOMEDICAL  
Find news about new drug approvals (NDA) and abbreviated new drug applications 
(ANDA) for specific companies in a specified date range 
 

TOPIC: FDAnews provides late-breaking news about domestic and international regulatory, legislative and business 

events in industries regulated by the FDA and the European Commission. Updated daily, the database is particularly 
strong in its coverage of clinical trials and generic drugs and late-breaking news about companies involved in 
pharmaceuticals and medical devices. 
 
In addition to stories about drug and medical device milestones, the file provides competitive intelligence about 
partnerships, licensing agreements, alliances and acquisitions, as well as regulatory issues across borders. You can 
find news not only about FDA approvals, but warning letters, tentative approvals, reasons for holding up approvals 
and more. Publication titles include FDAnews Drug Daily Bulletin, Drug Industry Daily, Generic Line, International 
Pharmaceutical Regulatory Monitor and The Food & Drug Letter. 
 
In this example, you will look for news about ANDAs filed with the FDA and NDA drug approvals issued by the FDA 
for the pharmaceutical company Bristol-Myers Squibb in the last three years. You will then narrow the search to focus 
on colon cancer therapy. 
 

COMMAND SUMMARY  
Database: FDAnews 
 

Find FDAnews in the Home page under Pharmaceutical & Biomedical.  

Choose Command Line or Advanced Search. 

Command Line: Enter search statement(s) in the query box 
with a carriage return after each line. This will create four 
distinct search sets. 
 

*Line 1: drug (approval or application or anda or nda) 
 

Line 2: bristol myers squibb or bms 

 
Line 3: s1 and s2 
 

Limit date range: last three years 
 

Click Preview result counts. 

Review the search sets; when ready, click the hyperlink to 
search set S3. 

*For multiple-word terms AND is assumed. See TIPS below. 

Advanced Search: Enter search statements in the query 
lines. 
 
 

*Row 1: drug (approval or application or anda or nda) 
 

Row  2: bristol myers squibb or bms 

 
Limit date range: last three years  
 
Click Search 
 
 
 
*For multiple-word terms AND is assumed. See TIPS 
below. 

Search within: colon near/3 cancer Search within: colon near/3 cancer. 

Preview, Select records Preview, Select records. 

 

TIPS 
 
Use proximity connectors and truncation for greater precision. Use PRE/n for words in exact order or NEAR/n for 
words in either order: bristol pre/0 myers pre/0 squibb; colon near/3 cancer 

Successful searching involves three elements. choosing a database, conducting the search and viewing and 
working with results, including selecting records, post-processing, emailing, saving and exporting. 
 

http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/fdanews_prosheet.pdf
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SEARCH SOLUTION  

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR DATABASE 

1. After logging on, you will see a 
list of industries and databases 
available to search. 

 

2. Scroll down to Pharmaceutical & 
Biomedical databases and click 
FDAnews to search that database. 

 

3. The navigator line shows you are 
now in one database. This is the 
Basic Search mode. Click 
Command Line or Advanced.  
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STEP 2: CONDUCT YOUR SEARCH ï Command Line Search or Advanced Search 

The examples below show how to execute your search using either Command Line or Advanced Search mode. Review 
the examples according to your preference. 

Command Line Search 

4. Enter the strategy in the query 
box. Press <ENTER> at the end of 
each line to create three distinct 
search sets.  
 
Use the Date range drop-list to limit 
to records published in the last three 
years. 
 
Click Preview result counts. 
 

 

5. You have created three search 
sets. S3 brings the concepts of S1 
and S2 together. Click the 
hyperlinked statement for S3 to see 
results and narrow further, if 
needed. 
 
Note: if you were going to continue 
searching, you would Clear the 
form and enter your next 
statement(s) in the query box. 
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Advanced Search 

4. Enter search terms. There are 
three rows and you can add more 
rows if needed. Each line has a 
drop-down fields list available. For 
this search you are searching all 
fields including the full text.  
 
Note: Depending on your search 
needs, you can use the drop-down 
operator list to change from AND to 
OR or NOT. 
 
Use the Date range drop-list to limit 
to records published in the last three 
years. 
 
Click the Search button. 
 

 

STEP 3: VIEW AND WORK WITH RESULTS RETRIEVED USING COMMAND LINE OR 
ADVANCED SEARCH 

5. Results display with records 
sorted by relevance. Use the drop-
down menu to sort by other options, 
including by date (most recent first). 

 

6. Click Detailed view to see 
keywords in context and available 
display formats.  
 
In ñNarrow results byò you can view 
publication titles for these results 
and narrow further by clicking a 
publication title. Click More options 
to see a list of the publication titles 
of the documents that match your 
search. 
 
7. Modify the search by clicking 
Search within. For example, you 
may want to limit to a particular 
disease or indication. 
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8. A click on Search within takes 
you to the bottom of the Results 
screen where you can enter colon 
near/3 cancer to narrow retrieval. 

 

9. Results appear. View a sampling 
of records for free by clicking the 
Preview button. 
 
10. Check off boxes before records 
you want to keep during the session 
to view, email, print, or download in 
bulk.  
 
Click Selected items to view your 
chosen records. 
 
You can save your search strategy 
or create an Alert or RSS feed or 
download all your records, including 
your search strategy. 

 

11. Specify how much of the records 
you wish to include, from titles only 
to full records with indexing. Click 
Display. 

Customers with transactional 
accounts will see a price preview. 
Click Continue to proceed to the 
selected records. 
 

 

colon near/3 cancer 
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12. Your selected records display 
and you can email, print, cite or 
export/save them. Indexing follows 
below each record.) 

 

Indexing at the bottom of the record 
includes bibliographic details.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEED HELP?  
 
To learn more about ProQuest DialogÊ visit us online or contact our Global Customer Support team 
 

Web.  www.dialog.com/proquestdialog  
Call.   +1 800 334 2564 (North America) 
            +00 800 33 34 2564 (International) 
Email.  customer@dialog.com 

http://www.dialog.com/proquestdialog
mailto:customer@dialog.com

